(maturation of hepatic testosterone hydroxylase activity) are included with a discussion of the current treatment of asthma. Everyone, however, should find something of interest in a book which highlights the increasing and diverse research into drugs and the developing child. This multiauthor book is based on a Nestle nutrition workshop. The first third is concerned with the biology of the gastrointestinal tract, with particular emphasis on its development. There follows a chapter on non-invasive techniques for the evaluation of gastrointestinal function and quite a useful review chapter on necrotizing enterocolitis. The final section deals with nutrition and contains a particularly interesting chapter on the pathophysiology of intrauterine malnutrition.
Any paediatrician interested in the newborn or in gastroenterology and nutrition (and that must include just about all of us) could find something of interest and edification in this book.
Risk Factors in Pregnancy and Disease of the Fetus and Newborn. By R L Naeye and N Tafari. Pp 361: £34-00 hardback. Baltimore: Williams and Wilkins, 1983. This book presents a detailed consideration of many of the factors which influence fetal growth and maturation and so, ultimately, fetal and neonatal mortality and morbidity. It is based heavily on data from the United States collaborative perinatal project of the 1960s, but is well referenced from additional sources and contains much interesting speculation.
